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OPEN THE DOOR FOR THOUSANDS TO EXPLORE YOUR PART OF ASIA AND THE PACIFIC IN JUST ONE WEEKEND

Deadline Extended for Participation in the Colorado Dragon Boat Festival’s Explore Asia! and Gateway to Asia Areas

DENVER (April 2, 2008) – There’s no better time to have more than 100,000 Colorado residents immerse themselves in your Asian or Pacific Island culture than at the eighth annual Colorado Dragon Boat Festival! Applications are still being accepted for participation in Gateway to Asia or Explore Asia! The deadline has been extended to April 25th. 

The mission of the Colorado Dragon Boat Festival is to build bridges of awareness, knowledge and understanding between the diverse Asian Pacific American (APA) communities and the general public through cultural education, leadership development and athletic competition.
A cultural education component to the festival, Gateway to Asia is an interactive and entertaining look at different Asian Pacific cultural ceremonies and rituals to help raise awareness of the beauty found in these distinctive groups. This year’s theme is cultural ceremonies that will capture and engage audiences, providing them with the unique essence of Asian spiritualities, such as holiday, tea, courting, wedding, birth celebrations and funeral ceremonies. Performances scheduled on both days will present an in-depth look into the history, understanding, and reasoning of the ceremony as well as an interactive session where audience members can ask questions. 

Performances will last a maximum of 25-30 minutes, and must be authentic, creative and interactive. Each ethnic group will be offered a $100 honorarium for each performance, payable after presentation. For more information or to download the Gateway to Asia application form, please visit www.cdbf.org, or contact Souzana Vang at (720) 234-0889 or souzana.vang@comcast.net.

Making its wildly successful debut last year, Explore Asia! is a cultural village element that offers attendees an intimate look into three distinct Asian Pacific communities. Suggested components that allow audiences to fully experience these communities and cultures can include: exhibits; oral histories and storytelling; cultural demonstrations and speakers; authentic cuisine and traditional performances by native-born singers; lessons and classes; and, exhibits of artifacts, clothing, symbols and photography. 

Each of the selected ethnic groups will receive a free tent with power to showcase the visual, culinary and performing arts and crafts, and education programming. Groups will also receive: a $500 honorarium to the hosting organization and an additional $100 honorarium paid directly to up to two performers/performance groups; a description of the exhibit and community in the CDBF program book and website; pre-publicity showcasing the community’s cultural exhibit; and, the opportunity to promote and leverage visibility, programs and classes of the hosting community organization. 

-more-

For more information or to download the Explore Asia! application form, please visit www.cdbf.org, or contact Mary Lee Chin at (303) 333-6854 or maryleechin@msn.com.

Deadline to apply is April 25th, 2008, and selected groups will be notified by May 9, 2008.

Celebrating its 8th year, the CDBF is a free family-friendly festival highlighting Colorado’s rich Asian Pacific American heritage, July 26-27 at Sloan’s Lake Park in northwest Denver. The two-day celebration provides a window to the Pan Asian world. This diverse festival is the only one of its kind in the United States, and showcases an array of traditional and contemporary performing arts, cultural customs, cuisine and a marketplace of unique and hard-to-find arts, crafts and vendors. This year, the CDBF will host the 2008 American Dragon Boat Association Regional Races, bringing national and international dragon boat teams together to compete in division races on both days.

Here We Grow Again! 

Due to record crowds last year, the 2008 Colorado Dragon Boat Festival is relocating to the east side of Sloan’s Lake (corner of Stuart and 23rd Ave., near the boathouse), where the festival debuted in 2001. The new/old location provides more open space to accommodate an increased number of vendors, programs and attendees, as well as two race locations for both the 250-meter and 500-meter races taking place this year.  There is FREE Parking again this year at INVESCO Field with FREE Shuttle service to and from Sloan’s Lake to INVESCO and the nearby light rail station. Check the CDBF website for more info as the festival draws near!
The 8th Annual Colorado Dragon Boat Festival is presented in association with Coors Brewing Company, CH2M HILL, AARP, DaimlerChrysler, Kaiser Permanente, SCFD Tier III, State Farm®, 101.5 FM Martini Radio, 107.1 ONE FM, Comcast, FOX 31 NEWS and The Denver Post.  Supporting Sponsors of the event are American Family Insurance, Colorado QuitLine, Gay & Lesbian Fund for Colorado, PEPSI BOTTLING GROUP and Westwood College.  Corporate Contributors include Raytheon and Wells Fargo.

Founded in 2001 to celebrate Colorado’s diverse Asian Pacific American (APA) communities, the Colorado Dragon Boat Festival (CDBF), a 501© 3 non-profit organization, has become the region’s fastest growing, family-friendly summer festival. CDBF offers festival-goers the opportunity to explore APA culture through performances, educational programs, arts and crafts, shopping, dining and the exciting athletic competition of dragon boat racing.  www.cdbf.org 
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