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CHAMPIONS OF THE COMMUNITY AND A TEACHER OF CABINET MEMBERS 
THE COLORADO DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS 2008 HONORARY CHAIR  

AND HONORARY PATRONS 
  
DENVER (Apr il 17, 2008) Ð From washing dishes to owning one of DenverÕs top restaurants and from the United 

Nations to teaching Condoleezza Rice, the Colorado Dragon Boat FestivalÕs (CDBF) 2008 Honorary Chair and Patrons 

are nothing less than amazing! The CDBF is proud to announce Professor Ved P. Nanda as its Honorary Chair  and 

Leo K. and Linda L. Goto as Honorary Patrons for the 8th annual Colorado Dragon Boat Festival. The 2008 

festival will be held July 26-27 at SloanÕs Lake Park in northwest Denver.  

 

ÒIÕm deeply honored to have been asked to work with Colorado Dragon Boat Festival this year,Ó says Professor Nanda 

on his appointment as 2008 Honorary Chair.  ÒThe CDBF has put Asia in the spotlight for Colorado and brought 

together the whole Asian Pacific American community to create awareness for these wonderfully diverse cultures.Ó  

 

Professor Nanda has taught at the University of Denver (DU) since 1965 and has served as the John Evans University 

Professor since 1992 and the Vice Provost for Internationalization since 1994.  During his tenure at DU, he has proudly 

taught thousands of talented individuals, including three of President BushÕs current cabinet members and was honored 

with a $1 million founding gift from a past student to help launch the Ved Nanda Center for International Law, which 

began its programming this year.  A past president and currently Honorary President of the World Jurist Association 

and Honorary Vice-President of the International Law AssociationÐAmerican Branch, Professor Nanda was formerly 

the United States Delegate to the World Federation of the United Nations Associations, Geneva, and Vice-Chair of its 

Executive Council, and now serves on the National Council of the United Nations Association-USA.  He has received 

honorary doctorates from Soka University in Tokyo, Japan, and from Bundelkhand University, Jhansi, India.   An 

author or co-author of 23 books on international law and over 180 chapters and major law review articles, Professor 

Nanda has also been a Distinguished Visiting Professor and Scholar at many universities in the United States and 

abroad. 
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ÒThe energy and fun that the Colorado Dragon Boat Festival creates are just amazing,Ó says Leo Goto on Linda and his 

appointment as Honorary Patrons in 2008.  ÒItÕs joyful to see the families that are there enjoying the festival, along with 

the camaraderie and the intensity of the races.Ó    

 

A Japanese immigrant, Leo K. Goto fled to Colorado with his family to escape internment camps after World War II. 

Mr. Goto worked his way through college at the University of Denver as a dishwasher at Trader VicÕs restaurant.  He 

quickly moved in to management and eventually traveled the world working for Trader VicÕs.  In 1968, he opened his 

first Denver restaurant, LeoÕs Place, and became a proprietor of the well-known Wellshire Inn in 1976.  In addition to 

being named Chef of the Year from the Colorado-Wyoming Chefs e-Cuisine, Mr. Goto has also received the 

prestigious Hall of Fame Award from the Colorado Restaurant Association.  Honored with the Asian Pacific 

Humanitarian award and both the Evans Award and the Community Service Award from the University of Denver, his 

charitable and civic activities are endless.  Some include past service on the Denver Foundation Advisory Committee 

and as a past and honorary board member with ChildrenÕs Hospital, a past director of the Colorado Tourism Board, 

serving on the Tourism Advisory Board of the Denver Metro Conventions and Visitors Bureau, and as a Trustee of 

ArtReach.  Mr. Goto has served as a culinary judge for the Festival in the past and joins the CDBF this year as 

Honorary Patron along with his wife, Linda.   

 

For more than two decades, CDBF Honorary Patron Linda L. Goto has dedicated her time and talents to the local 

Denver community. An alumna of the University of Colorado, Ms. Goto has worked as a marketer and real estate 

broker, in addition to her far reaching work in community service.  Currently, Linda Goto serves as the Advisor for 

Community Development for Denver Hospice, on the Community Advisory Board for The Wildlife Experience and as 

a trustee for the Colorado Symphony Orchestra.  A founding member of the Arapahoe House Society and the V.R.C.C. 

Animal Care Foundation, Ms. Goto is also a past chairman of the board for the Cherry Creek Arts Festival and has 

served as presidents for the Colorado Symphony Guild and Project Safeguard. Her commitment to community-based 

and non-profit boards has been extensive including the Arapahoe House/Recovery Foundation, the Cancer League of 

Colorado, the ChildrenÕs Diabetes Foundation Guild, the Food Bank Of The Rockies, and the Kempe ChildrenÕs 

Foundation Alliance, just to name a few. Through her work and dedication, Ms. Goto has been recognized with 

numerous awards, such as Cherry Creek Arts FestivalÕs 2004 Honoree, the Denver BalletÕs ÒWomen On Their ToesÓ 

Award in 1996, and Hospice of Metro DenverÕs ÒAngles Befriending ChildrenÓ Honoree in 1997.  Together, Linda and 

Leo Goto have been honored with the Diana Price Fish Foundation Award, the PorterCare Foundation Hearts of Hearts 

Award and the Arapahoe House Pillars of Community Award. 
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The CDBF Honorary Chair position was established in 2001 and is nominated by the Asian Pacific American (APA) 

community. The Honorary Chair is a member of the APA community who serves as a positive role model either 

through his/her public position, volunteer work, and/or level of social activism. Past Honorary Chairs are Dr. Susanna 

Choi, Stan Matsunaka, Bill Hosokawa, Jaime Yrastorva, John Lee, Donna LaVigne, and George and Helen Yoshida. 

 

The Colorado Dragon Boat Festival Honorary Patron position was established in 2006 and is selected by the CDBF 

Board of Directors. The Honorary patron is an individual(s) or entity with a proven record of philanthropic and 

charitable efforts that support awareness and the betterment of both the APA community and communities throughout 

Colorado. Past Honorary Patrons are Jimmy and Linda Yip, and Anna and John C. Sie. 

 

Celebrating its 8th year, the CDBF is a free family-friendly festival highlighting ColoradoÕs rich Asian Pacific 

American heritage, July 26-27 at SloanÕs Lake Park in northwest Denver. The two-day celebration provides a window 

to the Pan Asian world. This diverse festival is the only one of its kind in the United States, and showcases an array of 

traditional and contemporary performing arts, cultural customs, cuisine and a marketplace of unique and hard-to-find 

arts, crafts and vendors. This year, the CDBF will host the 2008 American Dragon Boat Association Regional Races, 

bringing national and international dragon boat teams together to compete in division races on both days. 

 

Here We Grow Again!  

Due to record crowds last year, the 2008 Colorado Dragon Boat Festival is relocating to the east side of SloanÕs 

Lake (corner  of Stuart and 23rd Ave., near the boathouse), where the festival debuted in 2001. The new/old 

location provides more open space to accommodate an increased number of vendors, programs and attendees, 

as well as two race locations for both the 250-meter  and 500-meter  races taking place this year.  There is FREE 

Parking again this year at INVESCO Field with FREE Shuttle service to and from SloanÕs Lake to INVESCO 

and the nearby light rail station. Check the CDBF website for more info as the festival draws near! 

 

The 8th Annual Colorado Dragon Boat Festival is presented in association with Coors Brewing Company, CH2M 

HILL, AARP, DaimlerChrysler, Kaiser Permanente, SCFD Tier III, State Farm¨,  101.5 FM Martini Radio, 107.1 ONE 

FM, Comcast, FOX 31 NEWS and The Denver Post.  Supporting Sponsors of the event are American Family 

Insurance, Colorado QuitLine, Gay & Lesbian Fund for Colorado, PEPSI BOTTLING GROUP and Westwood 

College.  Corporate Contributors include Raytheon and Wells Fargo. 

 
### 

 
Founded in 2001 to celebrate ColoradoÕs diverse Asian Pacific American (APA) communities, the Colorado Dragon Boat Festival 
(CDBF), a 501© 3 non-profit organization, has become the regionÕs fastest growing, family-friendly summer festival. CDBF 
offers festival-goers the opportunity to explore APA culture through performances, educational programs, arts and crafts, 
shopping, dining and the exciting athletic competition of dragon boat racing.  www.cdbf.org  


